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More Questions Abou+ +he CIA

I Hearings in the“"Housg Rules Comm1ttee are revivin
! the old argument about how much supervision of the Cens
‘tlal Intelligence Agency should be assumed by Congress. *
{ 1n 1956 Senator Richard Russell of Georgia told his
; colleagues, “It-almost chills the marrow of a man” to hear:
labouL the clandestine activities of the CIA that, as Sec-

! retary of State Rusk said, are performed in “dark back%

alleys.” A score of repr esentatives are sponsoring bills to

 bring the agency under closer conmessxonal survexllance,

“They want a joint committee to replace separate House|

and Senate subcommxttees that now perform a cuu,oryj

role.
The. major obstaclz to. such a review is secxecy, and

- the advocating congressmen are quick to concede that‘

“this is a vital consideration. They point out, hov\evel,

i.that a full-timé committee staffed with professionals could; -

\" operate more secretly than does the present setup, andi

- that, Besides, there nevér has been a whisper of indiscre-|

Etxon on the part of members of the 30m1 ;,.onmuttce on
- atomic ener: dy ’

" On the other side of the dcbate are members of Con-

- gress who doubt that a joint commitice could improve. the'

(bxtuatlon without actually -intruding on. policy Judgmcnts

‘that belong in the CIA and to the Executive Department T

' They question, for c\dmple, whether the CIA role in the ) L

. |, Bay of Pigs disaster—-if the agency had a mle-—couldo L

o ‘have beent changed undel closer surveillance. 1.

Almost- certainly the. Rules Committee will x'e,]ect the

!jolht committee plan, just as it has done in the past. But

| just as certamly the -issue” will pcrsxst and the quebtxons

will ‘continiue to be asked. That they, are asked is, in a

-sense, aymeasure. of contr ol over the" CIA and a proper’

hg_,\p "essi n_of approprxate concem [or a dcmom atic societ);1
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